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2004 Board of Directors�
 
 
 
 

President 
 Sara Ballard    (517) 388-1220 
 

Chair of the Board     
 Amy Miller   (517) 699-0048 
 

Treasurer    
 Angela Backus  (517) 980-3759 
 

Legal Counsel    
 Thomas Barger  (517) 272-5144 
 

Membership Development VP      
 Jimi Carolan  (517) 622-0524 
 

Community Development VP 
 Sheila Wiitala  (517) 482-4615 
 

Individual Development VP 
 Matt Wiitala    (517) 482-4615 
 

Management Development VP 
 John Pulice                (517) 351-4315 
 

Membership Development Director 
 Patrick O’Dell  (517) 281-5192 
 

Community Development Director 
 Rachel Pavlik  (517) 337-2007 
 

Individual Development Director 
 Sheryl Soczek    (517) 664-1650 
 

Public Relations Director 
 Mike Flaminio  (517) 980-6453 
  

The Lansing Jaycees is an  
organization of people ages 21-39 which 

promotes leadership training through 
community service. 

 
We meet the first Tuesday of each  

month at 6 pm at Tripper’s Restaurant  
in Frandor, Lansing. Visit our website 

for a map to the meeting location or call 
us at (517) 853-8620. 
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What are the benefits of volunteering? 
 

Volunteers give freely of their time and expertise in 

order to make a difference. Volunteering can help 

you: 

 

• Make important networking contacts 

• Learn or develop skills 

• Gain work experience 

• Build self-esteem and self-confidence 

• Improve health 

• Help you meet new people 

• Feel needed and valued 

• Make a difference in someone’s life 

• Express gratitude for help you may have 

received in the past from an organization 

 

Whether it is important to you to solve a 

community problem, advance a worthy cause, or to 

develop as a person, volunteering offers many 

benefits in appreciation of the gift of your time and 

expertise. 
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Jaycee Creed��
by C. William Brownfield 

 
We believe that faith in God gives meaning 

and purpose to human life; 
That the brotherhood of man transcends 

the sovereignty of nations; 
That economic justice can best be won 
by free men through free enterprise; 
That government should be of laws 

rather than of men; 
That earth’s great treasure 

lies in human personality; and that 
SERVICE TO HUMANITY IS 
THE BEST WORK OF LIFE 
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Lansing Jaycees bring 
smiles to the faces of 
residents of the Ingham 
County Medical Care 
Facility.  

CHILDREN'S  
SHOPPING SPREE… 
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June 19th - Be A Volunteer in Your Own Town. Hawk Island - 9 AM to 1 PM 
 

June 21st - Camping Cooking Class; 6:00 PM; Fenner Nature Center 
 

June 25th - Summer Pub Crawl/Traveling Euchre Tournament   
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Membership Development 

WHO WANTS TO BE A MILLIONAIRE? 
 
If you do, don’t miss the June 1 GMM.  The “Who Wants 
to Be a Millionaire” game show format will be used to 
share some important information about the current job 
market.  What is the employment outlook?  Which 
companies are the best to work for?  Have FUN while you 
learn!  Our own Teri Bruning (Community Services 
Specialist at the Capital Area Michigan Works! Service 
Center) will help us understand these questions and more. 
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We found out our newest member, Matt Cannata, is an awesome whistler when we were playing Cranium at Jimi Carolan’s house 
for Happy Hour & Game Night. In attendance at Happy Hour & Game Night on May 14th were Sara Ballard, Marisa Burian-
Fitzgerald, Matt Cannata, Jimi Carolan, Kim Doughty, Mike Flaminio, and Tierany Myers.  
 
June is a busy month for Membership. The first thing we have coming up is “Be a Tourist in Your Own Town” on June 5th. The 
Lansing Jaycees will have a booth at the event, and members will be having a great time visiting some places in the Lansing area. We 
will meet at 10AM at the Lansing Jaycees booth in the gazebo at the Lansing Center. The cost of a passport is $1. Passports can be 
purchased at the Lansing Mall or Meridian Mall, or they can be purchased at information stations on June 5th. The passport will provide 
access to many Lansing area attractions, such as Andy T’s Farms, Kresge Art Museum, Nokomis Learning Center, Potter Park Zoo, 
and Turner Dodge House and Park.  
 
A new Member Orientation will be held June 8th at 7:00PM at the Michigan Jaycees Service Center. If you joined the Lansing Jaycees 
during the past three months, this is an excellent way to become more familiar with what we do as Lansing Jaycees, and how to help 
make things happen. Immediately following New Member Orientation, we will be having a Membership Committee meeting. The 
anticipated start time is 8:30PM, June 8th, at the Michigan Jaycees Service Center.  
 
On June 11th the 2004 Chili Cook Off will take place along the Lansing Center Boardwalk and Rivertrail. We plan to meet at 5:30PM 
at the Nuthouse. The chili Cookoff takes place from 5-9PM.The cost is $5 for all the chili you can wait in line to sample. 
 
Mobile Euchre Night/Happy Hour will start off at Crunchy’s in East Lansing on June 25th. Please contact Dave Akens, 
drakens1@netzero.net, or Mike Keeney, michael.keeney@abnamro.com for more information. There will be information provided in 
the Jaycee Juice regarding this activity also. 
 
Membership Information Night will be held June 29th at 7:00 PM at Tripper’s. Please invite some potential members and come share 
your experiences with some prospective members. 
 
For the upcoming months…July 16th we will be headed to Funtyme East in Okemos. The meeting time is 7:00PM. August 13th is 
Happy Hour at 6:00PM at Sammy’s. August 27th we are planning to board the Michigan Princess for a Retro/Disco Cruise. The cruise 
begins at 9:00PM and lasts until midnight. The cost is $15. 
 
We will be holding another drawing at the GMM on June 1st. Last month’s prize, a $20 gift certificate to Grand Traverse Pie, and the 
previous months $20 gift certificate to Tripper’s/Comedy Zone will all be included with another gift this month. Our winner, Mona 
Buchanan, was not in attendance at the May GMM. Every Lansing Jaycee is entered in the drawing, but you must be present to win. 
 
Travis Pasma won the $20 off membership dues certificate for being a guest at the Membership Information Night in April.  
 
Thank you to everyone that signed up to be a mentor to our newest members. If anyone else is interested, please sign up online, or 
contact Jimi or Pat.  
 
Address, phone number, or email changed? Keep it up to date on the Jaycees website, www.lansingjaycees.org. 
 
Pay dues the easy way…PayPal through the Jaycees website. 
 
Jimi Carolan, Membership Development VP Pat O’Dell, Membership Development Director 
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Pat O’Dell                                Kim Doughty 
 

Jennifer Rappin 
             
Steve Popp                   Sheri Williams 
 

Mike Flaminio 
 
Chris Vieth                     Karen Brown 
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Kelly Armbrustmacher            Patrick Brazil 
2001             2003 

             
Mona Buchanan            Jimi Carolan 
2003         2003 

 
Daniel Harris                      Tierany Myers 
2003                                   2003 
 
Jason Whiting                     Sheri Williams 
2002              2003 
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On Wednesday, June 9th, 
MSU’s Summer Circle Theater 
begins with 'The Fire Bug', a 
satire by Max Frisch. It's 
onstage on the banks of the 
Red Cedar River behind the         

MSU auditorium at 8PM June 9th-12th. It's free, but 
donations are accepted. For more info, call 355-6690 

Summer Circle Theater Begins! 
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Looking for Ways to Get Involved?? 
 
• Voice your opinion! Check out the new polls on the website every month and place your vote. 
 
• Come to the Lansing Jaycee Foundation Meeting on Thursday, June 3rd from 6 PM to 8 PM at the Michigan Jaycee 

Service Center. Items on this meeting’s agenda...review of Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation, recruitment of board 
members, and fundraising options. Please RSVP to saraballard@comcast.net as location may change to a local watering 
hole.  

 
• Join us at the "Down by the River Chili Cook Off" on June 11th 2004. This event is being sponsored by the Lansing 

Board of Water and Light.  Proceeds go to support the Adopt A River program and the Hope Scholarship.  If you would 
like to find out more information the event and how you can be involved, please visit www.lbwl.com or call the ICD at (517) 
676-2290. 

 
• Help plan projects for the Business Opportunities Commission, which exposes members to businesses in the area, 

business networking, and business skills. If you’re interested, please contact Sara Ballard at saraballard@comcast.net.  

Movie Review 
Laws of Attraction 

 
By Matt Wiitala 

 
I knew I was in trouble while watching Laws of Attraction, starring Pierce Brosnan and Julianne Moore, when I was looking at the 
screen thinking of ideas of how to improve the story. Laws is another in a recent string of romantic comedies that feature two people 
who should be together from the get-go but, throughout the story, find inane ways to be apart. Hey, I enjoy a good romantic comedy 
and goodness knows they’re one of the most reliably predictable film genres. I have nothing against a film I’ve seen before in some 
other form just as long as it’s done well. 
 
Alas, Laws is not done well. The story begins with Audrey Woods (Moore), considered one of the finest divorce attorneys in New 
York City. She is surprised to find one day that her opposing counsel has been fired and replaced with Daniel Rafferty (Brosnan) who, 
the first time she sees him, is asleep in his chair in the courtroom. She quickly takes this as a sign that he’s a lightweight. In fact, as it 
turns out, they are both so good that neither has lost a case. 
 
Even before Audrey realizes it, Daniel has her in bed. She then spends nearly the rest of the film convincing herself he is all wrong for 
her. Daniel takes a different track and starts to develop feelings for her. This is one of the places the film goes wrong as there is no 
good reason they shouldn’t be together – neither character is malicious towards the other or cheating but the story keeps putting up 
roadblocks. 
 
After thrashing each other in court several times, both come upon the case of Serena, a clothes designer, and her punk rock star 
husband, Thorne Jamison (a name only a screenwriter could come up with). Serena and Thorne are content to divorce provided each 
gets to keep their beloved Irish castle. Off Audrey and Daniel fly to Ireland to interview staff to see if Serena or Thorne has true claim 
to the castle. While attending a local village festival (aptly described as a “three day booze-up”), Audrey and Daniel find themselves 
yet again in bed but with wedding rings on their fingers. 
 
Audrey is horrified at this prospect but Daniel is not - he even arranges to move into her apartment to make the marriage look good. 
Standing by, bemused, is Audrey’s mother, Sara (Frances Fisher). Daniel continues to press the matter of his feelings while Audrey 
continually rebuffs him. 
 
The ending of Laws of Attraction is no surprise. Getting there, though, is a slog. The film makes two critical missteps. The first is that 
the film could have spent most of it’s time in Ireland and introduced us to some eccentric characters (it does but it spends so little time 
there that you hardly notice it), sort of in the same way of Waking Ned Devine (1999) or The Matchmaker (1997). It hardly seems 
worth the effort to set part of the film in Ireland without enjoying the locale. Second, Laws introduces some dramatic moments that, 
while good, seem too dramatic for a light comedy.  
 
I never really laughed during Laws of Attraction (to be fair, my wife enjoyed it). I smiled some and I enjoyed Pierce Brosnan’s seedy 
Daniel Rafferty (a nice change of pace from James Bond), with his shaggy hair and overall unkempt appearance. Moore is good but her 
character isn’t interesting and she doesn’t have great chemistry with Brosnan. They are two good actors once again done a disservice 
by a screenplay containing too many unnecessary elements. 
 
Rating: ** (C-), 90 minutes, PG-13 
 
 



 

����������	
���� �������������������������������������������������
���� � ����������������������

��������������������� 

General Membership Meeting 
June 1st      
Tripper’s in Frandor 
Dinner at 6 PM 
Meeting at 7 PM 
Who Wants to be a  
Millionaire at 8 PM  
Contact: Sara Ballard 
(517) 388-1220 
 
Be a Tourist in Your 
Own Town 
June 5th      
10 AM – 5 PM   
Come discover (or rediscover) 
Michigan’s capital city.   
Contact:  Jimi Carolan      
(517) 622-0524 
 
CPR Certification 
June 17th  
6:30 PM  
Tutor Time in Okemos   

Adult, Child, and Infant CPR 
certification and recertification 
offered – see pg. 9 for more 
info. 
Contact: Sheila Wiitala 
(517) 482-4615 
 
Be a Volunteer in Your  
Own Town 
June 19th    
9 AM – 1PM  
Think you know all there is to 
know about volunteering? Join 
us and find out.   
Contact: Sara Ballard 
(517) 388-1220 
 
Camping Cookout Class 
June 21st     
6 PM 
Fenner Nature Center 
Come learn how make more 
than just hot dogs and s’mores 
at a campfire! 
Contact: Matt Wiitala 
(517) 482-4615 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 17 6:30 P.M. 
 
 

The Lansing Jaycees will be sponsoring an Infant/Child/Adult CPR Certification Class instructed by our very own Sheila 
Wiitala.  This three- hour class is for both individuals who need to be re-certified or would like to be certified for the first 

time. 
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Location:  Tutor Time at 2273 Club Meridian Drive in Okemos 

 
The class is limited to the first 20 people so sign up early 

 
 

 
 


